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Miss Moore, Mrs Clayton and Mrs 
Williams

Our teaching assistants are Mrs 
Hudson, Mrs Winterbottom, Miss 

Dwyer and Mrs Austin

Welcome to Year 2
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English

We teach our English lessons through key 
texts which enables the children to read, 

explore and enjoy a range of texts in Year 2. 
Where possible, the key text form the basis 

of our topic learning so the children can 
make real life links in their learning.  
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Some of the key texts in Year 2 are:

• Stone Girl Bone Girl

• An assortment of traditional tales

• George’s Marvellous  Medicine

• Burglar Bill

• The Giraffe Pelly and Me
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Writing – Composition  

Pupils should be taught to: 

• develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing by: 

• writing narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional) 

• writing about real events 

• writing poetry 

• writing for different purposes 

Consider what they are going to write before beginning by: 

• planning or saying out loud what they are going to write about 

• writing down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary 

• encapsulating (summarize or enclose) what they want to say, sentence by sentence 

Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing by: 

• evaluating their writing with the teacher and other pupils 

• re-reading to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to indicate time are used correctly and 

consistently, including verbs in the continuous form

• proof-reading to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation [for example, ends of sentences punctuated 

correctly] 

• read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 
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Writing – Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation

Pupils should be taught to: 

• develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English Appendix 2 by: 

• learning how to use both familiar and new punctuation correctly (see English Appendix 2), including full 

stops, capital letters, exclamation marks, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contracted 

forms and the possessive (singular) 

Learn how to use: 

• sentences with different forms: statement, question, exclamation, command 

• expanded noun phrases to describe and specify [for example, the blue butterfly] 

• the present and past tenses correctly and consistently including the progressive form 

• subordination (using when, if, that, or because) 

• co-ordination (using or, and, or but) 

• the grammar for year 2 in English Appendix 2 

• some features of written Standard English 

Use and understand the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in discussing their writing.
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Phonics, Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar
We continue to teach phonic lessons up until Christmas but 

lessons are more focused upon spelling patterns and alternative 
pronunciations.

We then move onto teaching SPaG lessons that are more focused 
on the skills required in the year 2 curriculum.

We continue to send spellings out once a week, usually on a 
Tuesday that are then tested on the following Monday
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Maths
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Topic
The first topic that we study in Year 2 will be ‘Dinosaurs’. 
We will be learning about Mary Anning, focusing on the 

text ‘Stone Girl Bone Girl’.

This topic involves exploring fossils, identifying changes 
within timelines and understanding how we can use 

evidence to form an opinion.
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Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6

Dinosaurs
Lights,

Camera, 
Action!

Around the 
World

Century of 
Bad Luck

Century of 
Bad Luck

Where the 
Wild things 

Live

Living 
Things and 

their 
Habitats

Living 
Things and 

their 
Habitats

Materials Materials Plants
Animals

including 
Humans

Christmas 
Play

Trip to the 
Zoo

Overview of Topics
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PE
• Please make sure your child always has named PE kit at school. We 

will send it home at half-term to be washed and have shoe size 
checked.  Can we remind you that all clothing needs to be named.

• We will be taking the children outside whenever possible, so 
please make sure they have a warm tracksuit as well as shorts and 
T-shirts.

• If your child has a verruca they will need a pair of plimsolls to 
wear in the hall while the other children have bare feet.

• If your child wears earrings, please teach them to take them out or 
send them without earrings on PE days.  We teach P.E twice a 
week – the P.E. days will be published on our first curriculum 
newsletter
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Contact books and reading books

In Year 2 we aim to foster the children’s 
independence and begin to expect them to take 

increased responsibility for themselves.

Contact books are looked at daily for messages 
from parents. 

Reading books will be changed when parents 
write to say a book has been completed.
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Homework
• We set homework once a week on a Friday. This will either be an English or a 

math focus. On the weeks we set maths as a focus we send home their 
writing treasure chests to record their weekend news.

• Reading is still the most important activity. Even if your child is a fluent 
reader it is of great benefit to hear them read and discuss the plot, characters 
and events. Ask them what has been happening and what they think is going 
to happen and why.

• Spellings will be set and tested weekly. Please talk about the words, make 
sure your child understands them and practice using them.
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Other Information

• Please can all children bring in a painting overall.

• Due to limited space, can children not bring in 
rucksacks, they only need a book bag that can be 
stored on their pegs.

• Children in Year 2 get fruit provided for free, so 
shouldn’t bring in money for fruit tuck.


