
 

  

Knowledge Organiser – Year 6 – Earthquakes 

What to  

do in an earthquake:  

 

Key  

Vocabulary: 

Largest Earthquakes 

"The Great Chilean Earthquake" 

The world's largest earthquake with 
an instrumentally documented 
magnitude occurred on May 22, 1960 
near Valdivia, in southern Chile. It 
was assigned a magnitude of 9.5 by 
the United States Geological Survey. 
It is referred to as the "Great Chilean 
Earthquake" and the "1960 Valdivia 
Earthquake." The United States 
Geological Survey reports this event 
as the "largest earthquake of the 
20th Century." Other earthquakes in 
recorded history may have been 
larger; however, this is the largest 
earthquake that has occurred since 
accurate estimates of magnitude 
became possible in the early 1900s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tsunamis 
 

DROP to the ground; take COVER by getting under a sturdy table or other piece of 

furniture; and HOLD ON until the shaking stops. If there isn’t a table or desk near 

you, cover your face and head with your arms and crouch in an inside corner of 

the building. 

1. Inner Core - The Earth's inner core is the Earth's innermost part. It is primarily a solid 

ball with a radius of about 1,220 kilometres (760 miles), which is about 70% of the 

Moon's radius. 

Outer Core – The outer core of the Earth is a fluid layer about 2,400 km (1,500 mi) 

thick and composed of mostly iron and nickel that lies above Earth's solid inner core 

and below its mantle 

1. Mantle – The mantle is the mostly-solid bulk of Earth's interior. The mantle lies between 

Earth's dense, super-heated core and its thin outer layer, the crust. 

2. Crust – a ridge of the earth's crust that has been forced upward between two faults and 

so is higher than the surrounding land 

3. Tectonic Plates – are pieces of Earth's crust and uppermost mantle, together referred to as 

the lithosphere 

1. Richter Scale – the Richter magnitude scale is a scale of numbers used  

2. to tell the size of earthquakes.  

3. Seismic Waves - are waves of energy that travel through the Earth's layers, and are a 

result of earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, magma movement, large landslides and large 

man-made explosions that give out low-frequency acoustic energy. 

4.  
 
 
A tsunami is a series of ocean waves that sends 
surges of water, sometimes reaching heights of 
over 100 feet (30.5 meters), onto land. These walls 
of water can cause widespread destruction when 
they crash ashore.These awe-inspiring waves are 
typically caused by large, undersea earthquakes at 
tectonic plate boundaries. When the ocean floor at 
a plate boundary rises or falls suddenly, it 
displaces the water above it and launches the 
rolling waves that will become a tsunami. 

 

World's largest earthquake - 

tsunami map: 
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