
 

 

Timeline of Ancient Greece 

776 BC The first Olympic games  

700 BC Homer writes the Iliad and the 
Odyssey poems 

508 BC Democracy begins in Athens 

490 BC The Greeks defeat the Persians 
in the battle of the marathon 

480 BC The Greeks defeat the Persians 
again at the battle of Salaemis. 

472 BC Theatre becomes popular in 
Greece 

432 BC The Parthenon is completed in 
Athens, on the top of the 
Acropolis,  

431 BC Sparta defeats Athens 

336 BC Alexander the Great succeeds 
his father as King of the 
Greeks 

333-323 
BC 

Alexander the Great conquers 
many countries 

146 BC Rome conquers Greece and 
Greece becomes part of the 
modern empire 

 

 

Knowledge Organiser – Year 5 Ancient Greece 

What did the Greeks do for us?  

Democracy- Democracy is a fair political system where all adults vote for an elected government. Democracy began in 

Ancient Greece. In fact, the Ancient Greek system helped to shape many systems of democracy around the world 

today. 

Sport- The Greeks loved sport as much as we do. They enjoyed the discus, javelin, long jump, boxing and horse 

racing. Athletes prayed to Nike, the goddess of victory - she’s still a big name in sport today. The ancient Greek 

Olympics inspired our modern Olympics. 

Ancient Greek thinkers made big discoveries. Pythagoras found ways to measure and describe shapes that we still use 

in maths today. 

 

 

Ancient Greek life 

Clothes- The two most popular materials were wool and linen. Wool was made from the fleeces of 

local sheep and linen from flax that came from Egypt.  

Leisure– The Greeks loves theatre. The ancient Greeks invented three types of plays– Tragedies, 

Comedies and satires, which poked fun and real people and events. In ancient Greece, it was illegal 

to poke fun at the gods. Punishment for mocking the gods was death, so this never happened in 

Greek theatre.  

Food- Breakfast might be bread dipped in wine (made from grapes), with fruit. Lunch might be bread 

and cheese. For dinner, people ate porridge made from barley, with cheese, fish, vegetables, eggs and 

fruit. The olive was the most valuable tree in Greece. People ate the fruit, but also crushed olives to 

make olive oil. They used the oil for cooking, in oil lamps, and cosmetics.  

 

Pottery- The Greeks were famous for their clay pots. Potters in the city states of Corinth and Athens 

made beautiful pottery. They used a watery clay mixture to make patterns on the clay before it was 

hard. We know a lot about Ancient Greek life by looking carefully at the images on these pots, and 

seeing what was important to the Greeks. 

 
 

The Greeks at war 

Ancient Greece was split up into city states. These states were always squabbling and often went to war. Sparta and 

Athens fought a long war, called the Peloponnesian War, from 431 to 404BC. The backbone of the Greek army was the 
'hoplite'. He was a foot soldier, who fought with a long spear and used a large round shield for protection 
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