
 

 

Knowledge Organiser – Year 4 – Ancient Egypt 

Key PeoAncient ple:dddddddddddddddszdsadasd 

Key Vocabulary 
 
Afterlife – The place where Egyptians believed they would go after they died 
Canopic jars – Special jars that held the organs of a mummy including the lungs, intestines, liver & stomach 
Dynasty – A period of rule when a series of kings or pharaohs all came from the same family 
Hieroglyphics – A type of writing that used a combination of pictures and symbols 
Papyrus – A plant that grew on the banks of the Nile  
Pharaohs – The supreme ruler of all of Ancient Egypt 
Sarcophagus – A large stone box that held a mummy’s coffin 
Shaduf – a hand-operated device for lifting water, invented in ancient times and still used in India, Egypt, 
and some other countries to irrigate land.  

 

The Pyramids 
 

 

 Most Ancient Egyptian pyramids 

were built as tombs for Pharaohs 
and their families for their journey 
to the Afterlife. 

 Over 130 pyramids have been 
discovered in Egypt. 

 The first Egyptian pyramid is 

believed to be the Pyramid of 
Djoser, it was built in Saqqara 
around 4650 years ago (2640 
BC). 

 The Great Pyramid of Giza is the 
oldest and largest of three 
pyramids in the Giza Necropolis.. 

 Nearly all Egyptian Pyramids are 
located on the west bank of the 
River Nile. 

 Egyptian Pyramids often contain 
multiple chambers and passages. 

 Bodies placed in the tombs were 

preserved by mummification. 

 Egyptians buried their dead with 
burial goods that ranged from 
everyday items they believed would 
useful in the afterlife. 

 One tomb that was left largely 

intact was that of Tutankhamun in 
the Valley of the Kings. 
Rediscovered in 1922 by Howard 
Carter, this famous tomb is best 
known for the solid gold funerary 
mask of Tutankhamun. 

 

The River Nile 
 

The River Nile is about 6,670 km (4,160 miles) in length and is the longest river in Africa and in the world. 

Although it is generally associated with Egypt, only 22% of the Nile’s course runs through Egypt.  

In Egypt, the River Nile creates a fertile green valley across the desert. It was by the banks of the river that 

one of the oldest civilizations in the world began. The ancient Egyptians lived and farmed along the Nile, 

using the soil to produce food for themselves and their animals. 

 
f, also spelled Shadoof, hand-operated device for lifting water, invented in ancient times and still used in India, 

Where is Egypt ?            

Egypt is situated in the northeast corner of the Africa. A large river called the River Nile flows through the 

country into the Mediterranean Sea.  The Ancient Egyptians lived along the banks of the river Nile in Egypt. 

Farmers first settled in Egypt along the River Nile around 5000 B.C. 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Ancient Egyptian Timeline 
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